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Crusade to
end female

But the gift turned out to be a visit to

a traditiomal practitioner of female
genital metilation, in a home in Mo-
gadishu C

She was subjected to the most nva-
sive form of ths practice leaving her
with very little of her genitalin intact.
Only a small opening remained,
through which she could unnate and
menstrusic,

She remembers that her fect were
tied and that her mother held
her tight as the operation was perform-
ed

Ms Mire also remembers that foc
years she suffered pain. Five years lat-

very ill and went to the emergency
room at a local hospital,

2 patient before who bad experienced
female genital mutilation, but one doc-
tor armived at the scene who had some
expertise. With her permission, he per-
formed reconstractive surgery.

She would never be quite nocmal
again, but she would at least be able to
urinate and menstruste with no ob-
structions.

From that moment on, Ms Mire be-
muwﬁvﬁl:@'ﬂﬂlm
xe of FGM. Was she angry with
mothee? “*I forgive my mother
you whea [ was
having this surgery | was feeling the
shock and numbness and most of all
the betrayal," she says.

Ms Mire, in Canberra as part of the |
Second [nternational Meeting on
Women and Health, organised with the
World Health Organisation’s Centre
for Health Development by the Com-
monwealth Office of the Status of

could have 12 children.

**After each child they had to stitch
ber back which is another se-
vere pain, can [ still be angry?"”

Ms Mire has gone on the lecture cir-
cuit, writien a number of articles and
made several films, once of which was

has also spoken at the Usited Natioas
Assembly against FGM.

She was granted 2 UN humanitarian
award for ber film and has performed
for the past four years in Eve Ensler's
The Vagina Monologues in New York,
London and Los Angeles.

Ms Mire says that 130 naillion wom-
en have expenienced FGM. When she
and others, including intemational
mdquisDik,bqnbamg
against the practice, there were
countries involved, Now it is down to
27 and it's getting less every day.

But 6000 children were mutilated
each day in different parts of the world

*and wuntil that ended she could not rest,

she said.

In Australia, repoets of FGM are an-
eodoeal: it has caly become an issue
here because of migration. There is 3
national edecation program about
FGM, funded by the Commonwealth
Department of Health and Family Ser-
vices, and also educational and prev-
entstive programs in relevant comemu-
nitics,

The kaw specifically profubats FGM
n all states and tegritonies {with up to
seven years' impnsonsnent for a con-
viction), except for Queensland and
Western Australia who would use the
Crimiral Code.
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