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The tortured squeals of the
young girl being mutilated will
ring in your ears long after you
see “Fire Eyes,"” Soraya Mire's
award-winning film about female
circumcision.

Mire, a native of Somali now
living in Los Angeles, made the
documentary to tell her own
story, and that of 100 million Liv-
ing women wha have undergone
the ancient rite of ‘passage prac-

ticed in 40 countries.

She passionately s this
generation of women to cus-
tom and choose differently for
their daughters,

“This must stop,” says the first-
time writer-director of “Fire
Eyes,” which is being screened
this week at the Cleveland Cine-
matheque.

Gently, almost regally paced,
the hourlong film nonectheless
packs a punch. At its premiere
fast year at the Sundance Film
Festival, two women reportedly
fainted during the scene re-enact-
ing a youn 's circumcision.

But that’s the only such “live”
scene. The real power of “Fire
Eyes” lies in words. Mire builds
her case deftly, through inter-
views with Somali women and
men, historical and sociological
rarrative and thought-provoking
questions of her interview sub-
jects.

Perhaps the most rivetin
words come from Dr. Groesbac
Parham, a black American obste-
triccan and gynecologist who
studied in Africa. He describes
dinically and dnspassiomtely the
several levels of circumcision,
and their physical effects: infec-
dons, discomfort with unnanou

Movie seeks end to
female circumcision

TUESDAY, JULY 4, 1995

A4 it iin

and menstruation, lifelong
especially during sex.

Some women who are victims
of the most extreme form,
doctor says, cannot deliver ba2
bies. Their babies die, trapped i
the womb.

The consequences get worse,

Why, Mire asks a Somali man in'
an interview, does he want sucb
mutilation to continue?

He replies with a grin, “In the;
momming, when dyou leave youn.
apartment, woul you leave your
door unlocked?

At this pomt. the camera opcns
up to reveal the interview on a TV
screen, being watched by Mire
and a group of Somali women.

He does not understand, they
say. But even some of these
women say their daughters will
be circumcised, as their mothers
and grandmothers were.

There's the conflict: Centuries-
of tradition vs. — Mire says —
physical and emotional victimiza-
tion and loss of seif.

Like the young girl's screams;
“Fire Eyes” has resonances be-
yond the immediate subject to en-
compass all violence against
women. Mire's intelligent script
refers to this, but doesn’t belabor’
it,

A

In interviews with a few en~
lightened Somali men, the film-
maker hints at the possibility of'
change. But in the énd, Mire saysy
the hope lies with women whoi
will demand an end to the mud.ll.
tion.

“Pire Eyes” will be shown.
Thursday at 7 p.m. and Friday at,
7:30 p.m. at the Cleveland Cine-
matheque, 11141 East Blvd.,
Cleveland. Cost: §S. Infonmuon
421-7450.




